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RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY (REC) COMMITTEE  

  

WORK PROGRAMME 2019 - 2020 (as at December 2019)   

  

This page sets out the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee’s indicative work 

programme. Please note that this is subject to change.   

  

The Committee will seek input from stakeholders and the general public as it takes 

forward key pieces of its scrutiny work.   

  

Information on the Committee’s current business can be found here.   

  

Legislation  

  

Agriculture (Retained EU Law and Data) (Scotland Bill)  

This Bill was introduced to the Parliament by Fergus Ewing, Cabinet Secretary for 

the Rural Economy, on 6 November 2019. The Rural Economy and Connectivity 

Committee is the lead Committee at Stage 1 of this Bill. The Bill is intended to 

provide the Scottish Ministers with regulation-making powers to amend or replace 

the European Union (EU) Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) elements of retained 

EU law in Scotland, and to provide new powers for the collection of agricultural data.  

  

A call for evidence has been launched and will run until 3 January 2020. The 

Committee will also take evidence from the Scottish Government and a variety of 

interests from agriculture, industry, non-agriculture, research and data organisations.  

  

Proposed Legislation   

  

Aside from the Bill outlined above, the Scottish Government’s Programme for 

Government 2019-2020 (announced on 3 September 2019) included one other bill 

which is likely to be referred to the Committee for scrutiny, namely:  

  

• Good Food Nation Bill  

  

Timing of the introduction of this bill is a matter entirely for the Scottish Government.   

  

Two proposals for Members’ Bills (a Bill introduced by an individual MSP) that fall 

under the Committee’s remit have been published. These are Emma Harper’s 

Proposed Protection of Livestock (Scotland) Bill and Gail Ross’s Proposed Remote 

Rural Communities (Scotland) Bill.   

  

The Committee will monitor the progress of these proposals.   

  

Follow up on previous inquiry work   
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In November 2018, the Committee published a report on its inquiry into Salmon 

Farming in Scotland. The report made several recommendations and the Committee 

intends to monitor the actions taken in response.  

  

  

Construction and procurement of ferry vessels in Scotland  

  

It is anticipated that the Committee will undertake a short piece of work in relation to 

the construction and procurement of Scottish ferry vessels. Further information will 

appear here and on the Committee’s webpages in due course.   

  

Digital Connectivity   

  

The Committee continues to monitor digital connectivity and broadband issues using 

regular correspondence and evidence sessions with Scottish Government ministers 

and Ofcom, the UK regulator for communications. Specifically, the Committee is 

monitoring the Scottish Government’s commitment to every home and business in 

Scotland having access to superfast broadband of 30 Megabits per second (Mbps) - 

the Reaching 100% (R100) commitment.  

  

National Islands Plan  

  

The Committee ran a short inquiry into the Scottish Government’s draft National  

Islands Plan. The Committee made recommendations for the final version of the 

Plan in its response to the Scottish Government Minister for Energy, Connectivity 

and the Islands, which included recommendations on costings and targets, climate 

change, young people, adult education, gender and Gaelic. The Committee’s 

response is also available in Gaelic.   

  

Climate Change  

  

The Committee continues to monitor the implications for climate change policy of all 

aspects of its work. In particular, an update to the Scottish Government’s Climate 

Change Plan is anticipated in 2020 to reflect updated climate reduction targets set 

out in the Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019. 

Working in coordination with the lead parliamentary committee, the ECCLR 

Committee, the REC Committee will determine its detailed approach to scrutinising 

the updated Climate Change Plan nearer the anticipated date of publication.  

  

Potential one-off evidence sessions   

  

There are various policy areas within the Committee’s remit on which it may seek an 

update, request further information from the Scottish Government and/ or undertake 

a one-off evidence session, which may include:   

  

• Agricultural tenancies   

• Scotland's Forestry Strategy 2019–2029   
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• Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) payments   

• Scottish Government’s new National Transport Strategy   

• Rail services   

  

  

  

  

  

Financial scrutiny   

  

Committees undertake annual pre-budget scrutiny, which is designed to influence 

the formation of the Scottish Government’s subsequent draft budget, and to examine 

the outcomes being derived from public spending  

  

As part of its consideration of the Scottish Government’s draft Budget 2020 – 2021, 

the Committee ran an inquiry into roads maintenance and repair, building on 

previous reports on this topic by Audit Scotland. The Committee specifically 

considered the efficacy of the current approach to roads maintenance in Scotland 

and the adequacy of current associated expenditure levels. See the Committee’s 

letter to the Scottish Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure 

and Connectivity.   

  

The Committee will carry out further budget scrutiny sessions in the new year.  

  

Brexit   

  

Although the political situation surrounding the UK’s departure from the EU remains 

uncertain, the Committee may become involved in the following activity—   

  

• continued scrutiny of relevant UK SI notifications and Brexit-related SSIs   

• seeking to consider/provide input to UK Common Frameworks on agriculture, 

fisheries and other areas within the Committee’s remit.   

• ongoing scrutiny of discussions between relevant Scottish Government 

cabinet secretaries and UK Government ministers.   
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